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Successful Opening of the
“Eskwelahang Pinoy sa Konsulado 2010”

The Philippine Consulate General in Chicago reported the successful
opening of the pilot summer class on Philippine language and culture —
“Eskwelahang Pinoy sa Konsulado 2010”, on Saturday, 17 July 2010. More than
fifty (50) students attended last Saturday’s start of the four weekend summer
classes in the Consulate. Several community-based resource persons shared
with the students lessons on Philippine history, language and indigenous music.

Consul General Leo M. Herrera-Lim with the lecturers and Fil-Am leaders: Willie Buhay, Grace
Rocamora, Jelly Carandang, Razil Collanto, Fe Mendoza, Sally Richmond, Ester Hana, Alice Ramos,
Sol Anderson, Marietta Luayon, Adeline Fajardo, and Merly Perricone, DCG Orontes V. Castro and
Cultural Officer Berth D. Salvador.

The following subjects will be discussed in the succeeding summer
classes on 24 & 31 July and 07 August 2010: Philippine heroes and presidents,
language, indigenous music and dances, customs and traditions, indigenous
children’s games, riddles and rhymes, arts and cuisine, and dance presentations.

In his brief remarks, Consul General Leo M. Herrera-Lim said: “The
Philippine Consulate in Chicago welcomes the opportunity to be the nexus of
learning and sharing of Philippine culture in The Midwest. We are very much
encouraged over the enthusiastic response from our community.”



Philippine language teachers Sally Richmond and Fe Mendoza with the participants in the summer class
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Music teacher Ester Hana with the attentive Some of the young Fil-Am participants with
students Philippine language teacher Fe Mendoza

Among the participants was seventy-eight (78) years old Faye S. Carsten who
came from Niles, lllinois.

The representatives of the following Fil-Am community co-sponsoring
organizations also attended last Saturday’s event: the National Federation of Filipino
American Associations (NaFFAA)-Illinois, Philippine Independence Week Committee
(PIWC) 2010, Kalayaan Chicago, Philippine Week Committee (PWC) 2010, Zamboanga
Del Norte National Provincial High School Alliance (ZNNPHSA), Alliance of Filipinos for
Immigrant Rights and Empowerment (AFIRE), Rizal Center/Filipino American Council of
Greater Chicago, Inc. (FACC), Philippine American Cultural Foundation (PACF).

Ms. Jelly Carandang, one of the community leaders who attended, remarked:
“The first sessions were really beyond expectation. It was a great start.”

The Consul General also acknowledged the assistance extended by the Fil-Am
owned media in the Midwest and other individuals in disseminating information on this
pilot project.

Chicago, 19 July 2010



